The form and structure of supernumerary hindlimbs formed following skin grafting and nerve deviation in the newt Triturus cristatus.
The results of a series of skin grafting experiments performed on the hindlimb of the newt Triturus cristatus are described. In an attempt to limit the position of origin and the complexity of supernumerary limb outgrowths four experimental features were varied. These were 1) size of skin grafts; 2) their position of origin; 3) the position to which they were grafted; and 4) the presence or absence of nerves of two different sizes at the graft site. The degree of distal outgrowth and the pattern of the supernumerary structures in the anterior to posterior and dorsal to ventral axes were assessed. The results are discussed in terms of the control of pattern regulation in localized populations of limb blastema cells.